
XP/Vista/7

Copyright © 2012 Vellum Investment Partners, LLC dba Ashlar-Vellum™. BRUNT8111203. All Rights Reserved. E-mail: info@Ashlar.com
Indicated trade names and marks are property of Ashlar-Vellum. All other names and marks are the property of their respective owners. For complete information see www.ashlar-vellum.com/trademarks.

Background/Contact
For more details on this project contact: 

Seattle Spiral 
4885 Lakehurst Ln. SE 
Bellevue, WA 98006

(425) 943-0042

solarcentrill@comcast.net

Taking the Devil out of the Details with Cobalt™

Martin Brunt of Seattle Spiral builds 3D signs and environmental 
graphics that cost millions of dollars. Cobalt CAD and 3D 
modeling software is a success for Brunt, giving him the edge to 
become the industry pace setter.

Brunt started using Ashlar-Vellum™ CAD software in 1993 when 
it was known as Vellum 3D. Through the years he’s upgraded into Cobalt for 3D 
solid and surface modeling, citing it as a turning point in his business. Getting 
started in a three-day workshop, he then put the software to work in his design 
and fabrication business.

Cobalt gave Brunt the competitive edge from the start, designing 3-dimensional 
signs and environmental graphics with complex geometry, that required 
structural engineering and design interface for city permit approval. As a master 
craftsman, Brunt understood how to build things. He knew what the production 
shop required and what the engineers needed. He found Ashlar-Vellum CAD and 
3D modeling software ideal for quickly creating complex geometry.

“After one year I was able to compete with the big companies and their CAD 
operators that used AutoCAD,” says Brunt. “When I started doing site surveys 
and permit drawings on-site using Cobalt 3D models on my laptop, my business 
started to build really quickly.” After spending a couple of hours of design time 
with the client sitting in their lunchroom, Brunt had the design and approval 
process completed.

“Cobalt’s precision detail and export features made 
production two to three times faster. In short, the project 
was ready for production before the big companies ever 

sent out the surveyor.”

The clients love it. As a small company, Brunt says he completes 10 to 20 times 
the work volume through innovations provided using Cobalt.

Cobalt helped Seattle Spiral move in a new company direction, completing 
international projects, including fabrication of metal atrium trees for Hong 
Kong’s elegant Langham Place. Brunt says, “Cobalt’s solid modeling was the 
reason for our success in Asia. Once the production model was un-folded and 
flattened, it became a production language that over 50 non-English speaking 
craftsmen in mainland China could understand.”

Brunt’s parting words of advice, “Detail it with Cobalt, pass it to production and 
have fun! Cobalt takes the devil out of the details.”

Brunt designed and fabricated 11 of these 
Chinese dragons using Cobalt 3D models 
for Seattle’s International District.

These metal atrium trees were designed 
in Cobalt and fabricated in China, using 
Cobalt CAD drawings and 3D models as a 
“production language” easily understood 
by non-English craftsmen.

Three-dimensional signs, like this one for 
Top Pot Doughnuts, are just some of the 
interesting things Brunt designs in Cobalt 
3D modeling software.
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